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Abstract 
While green computing appears to be mainstream, this was not always the 
case. It was only a decade or so ago when green computing, and in particular, 
green supercomputing, was still being scoffed at. Back then, computing only 
focused on performance in terms of speed, as evidenced by the annual Gordon 
Bell Awards at Supercomputing (SC). Such a view is akin to purchasing an 
automobile based solely on its top speed rather than on other performance 
metrics such as energy efficiency or reliability. As a consequence, when 
Green Destiny debuted in April 2002 as the world's most energy-efficient (i.e., 
greenest) supercomputer in the world, it was resoundingly ridiculed --- so 
much so that one supercomputing visionary joked that "Green Destiny is so 
low power that it runs just as fast as when it is unplugged." At the same time, 
the audacity of Green Destiny, a 240-node supercomputer in five square feet 
and consuming as little as 3.2 kilowatts of power (or the equivalent of two 
hairdryers), created such a fervor as a disruptive technology that it led to 
international news coverage by the New York Times, CNN, the International 
Herald Tribune, PC World, Slashdot, and BBC News. Now 17 years later, this 
talk chronicles the confessions of an accidental green from how Green 
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